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While the annual Festival
on Main was not its usual
frenzy of fun in the heart of
downtown Minot this year,
there was plenty of fun to be
had across town at the Minot
City Auditorium where the
Festival on Main was relo-
cated due to rainy weather on
Saturday.

The Minot Downtown
Business and Professional
Association hosted its annual
Festival on Main, a staple of
downtown Minot for over 30
years. The event offered free
activities and entertainment
for all ages from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. and a street dance for
adults with paid entry from 7
p.m. to 1 a.m. Both the festi-
val and street dance were
held indoors at the audito-
rium.

Children and families
enjoyed carnival games,
giant inflatables, face paint-
ing, Dizzy the Clown and
live entertainment through-
out the day. Several vendors
from downtown Minot had
booths displaying their mer-
chandise and special sales as

well. “We couldn’t bring all
of the downtown businesses
here and we couldn’t bring
the full display of classic
cars,” said Chelsea Gleich,
executive director of the
DBPA, but people could still

vote for their favorite classic
car among three that were
on display.

That evening, people in
the 21 and over age range
were invited back to the
auditorium for the indoor

street dance. Guy and a
Girl played at 7 p.m. and
Soulshine played at 9 p.m.
Food and beer were also
available for sale. People
who participated in the Il-
lumi Night 5K Fun Run

and wore their bib from the
race were admitted for half
price of the $10 regular ad-
mission fee.

Even though the festival
was at the auditorium, shut-
tle service was still available

to take people downtown
throughout the day.

This was Gleich’s first
Festival on Main. She was
most looking forward to see-
ing the little kids having a
great time, she said. “This is
the longest running down-
town event and a staple to
the community,” Gleich
added. The festival is also a
great way to bring people to
downtown Minot, she said.
Gleich was also thankful to
the event’s sponsors,
Morelli’s Distributing and
Visit Minot, as well as to all
of the volunteers.

“Festival on Main is a
great community event to
bring the community to-
gether,” Gleich said. And if
downtown businesses
missed showcasing their
merchandise at this festival,
she said there will be an-
other opportunity to do so at
the Fall Block Party on Sept.
19. The Fall Block Party is a
smaller version of Festival
on Main and held on the
same day as the Minot State
University homecoming pa-
rade.

“We encourage everyone
to come downtown,” Gleich
added.

For King and
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their background
and their music
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GARRISON – When Gar-
rison farmer Tom Bjornholt,
who was injured in a farm
accident, needed help har-
vesting his wheat, family
members, neighbors, busi-
nesses and many others
along with Farm Rescue vol-
unteers pitched in to help.
Some helped with the har-
vest and others with feeding
the volunteers and any other
needs.

On Friday, Bjornholt said
the crop – somewhere in the
neighborhood of 1,000 acres
– anticipated it would be
done that night. The crew
began working on it Tues-
day.

Bjornholt, who lives
northwest of Garrison, was
injured about two months
ago. He got pinched by the
loader bucket on a skid-steer.
“I disengaged my brain for 10
seconds. That’s basically
what happened,” he said.

Helping with harvest
Family, neighbors,
Farm Rescue, others
help Garrison farmer

Annual Festival on Main moved indoors to Auditorium

Dizzy the
Clown was
on hand at
the Festival
on Main,
held in-
doors due
to rain, to
twist and
shape bal-
loons into
animals
and
swords. 
Jil l Hambek/MDN

Eloise Ogden/MDN

Dan Murphy, Farm Rescue volunteer, unloads grain from Tom Bjornholt’s field into a truck Friday.

See RESCUE — Page A2

Garrison farmer
Tom Bjo rnholt,

right, who was
injured in a June

farm accident,
visits with Dan

Murph y, a Farm
Rescue volun-

teer from El
Lago, Texas, Fri-
day, where fam-

ily members,
neighbors, Farm
Rescue and oth-

ers have been
helping harvest

Bjornholt’s crop.
Eloise Ogden/M DN



The accident happened June
8 on the Bjornholt farm.

“Itwas at 2:19 in the after-
noon,” he said. He said he
knows it was that time be-
cause later when he was
asked when it happened, he
remembered opening up his
phone to call his neighbor for
help andhis phone said 2:19.
Bjornholt was taken to the
Garrison hospital.

Bjornholt has been or-
dered to stay off his right leg
and ankle. He hopes in the
next coupleweeks hewill be
able to start putting weight
on it.

Bjornholt’s accident was-
n’t the only unfortunate inci-
dent. This summer his crops
were hit with hail – some to-
tally destroyed while others
not hit at all – and also a
stormwithhighwinds swept
through the area and
knocked down some of the
crops.

To harvest Bjornholt’s
crop or assist with that oper-
ation, many people came to-
gether to help, including
Farm Rescue, the North
Dakota-based organization
founded by Bill Gross that
helps farm families in crisis
by assistingwith their spring
work or harvest. Gross, a na-
tive North Dakotan, founded
the organization in 2005.
Gross, whose full-time job is
as a pilot for UPS Airlines,
said Bjornholt is Farm Res-
cue’s 331st case since the or-
ganization began. He said
many sponsors, including
ones in the Minot area, help
the organization.

Bjornholt said he knew
about FarmRescue.Whenhe
was in the hospital, he said a
nursing staffmemberbrought
him a Farm Rescue applica-
tion and said it might be
something he might want to
look at. “At the time I didn’t
want to recognize the fact that
Imaybe needed it,” he said.

He said his wife, Jodie,
and daughters encouraged
him to apply. He was inter-
viewed by Farm Rescue rep-
resentatives and approved.

When it was time to har-
vest the crop, neighbors, fam-
ily members and Farm
Rescue arrived to get the job
done this past week. They
started to cut thewheatTues-
day. Businesses and others
also helped or contributed to
the operation.

DanMurphy, a FarmRes-
cue volunteer from El Lago,
Texas, was helping with the
harvest on Friday, running
theFarmRescueRDOEquip-
ment-sponsored John Deere
combine.

“My family comes from a
farming background,” Mur-
phy said.Many of them farm
in westernMinnesota.

Murphy said he learned
about Farm Rescue when he
was sitting reading the paper
while in Graceville, Minn.,
and saw an article about it.
He kept the article and gave
the organization a call the
next year. “And here I am,”
he said. He visits Minnesota
regularly to help his relatives
on their farms.

Murphy said his first
Farm Rescue harvest was at
Pettibone, then Richardton
and Garrison. He has dedi-

cated a month to helping the
organization.

In Texas, Murphy is in
quality assurance and com-
pliance for the pipeline in-
dustry, working for Wolf
Creek Energy.

“This is really neat.
There’s nowords for it,”Mur-
phy said of Farm Rescue,
adding, “I’m so blessed, I’ve
got to pay it back.”

Bjornholt said everything
that has happened has been
overwhelming, and he and
his family are so thankful to
the community, FarmRescue

– to everyone.
Formore about FarmRes-

cue visit FarmRescue.org.

The organizationwill hold its
annual banquet Nov. 21 in
Fargo.
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90th Birthday
Celebration for
Clarence Cogdill

Join us for an Open House in 
his honor on Friday, August 
28 from 4 until 7 p.m.  at the 
Burlington Senior Center, 19 

Colton Avenue.  
(no gifts please)

You are cordially invited 
to celebrate 

Sunday, Aug. 30, 2015
12:00PM - 2:00PM

Zion Lutheran Church
in Minot, ND

Lunch and Cake 
will be served

Christmas Around the World

Hearing Health
1425 24th Ave., Suite 4

(Pacific Sound Strip Mall West of Target)
(800) 272-7628 • (701) 852-1897

“I want convenient, personal 
service…anywhere in the United States.”

Call for a FREE hearing test!

UNITED TRANSPORTATION UNION
LOCAL 1059

ANNUAL FAMILY PICNIC
SUNDAY, AUGUST 30th, 2015 – NOON

At The VFW PICNIC GROUNDS
All active members & retirees are welcome.
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TOMSRIVER,N.J. (AP)—The
owner of the home where Rosie
O'Donnell'smissing teendaughter
was found earlier this week has
been arrested for allegedly having
inappropriate online communica-
tions with the 17-year-old girl, ac-
cording to authorities and the
star's spokeswoman.

StevenSheerer faces charges of
child endangerment and distribu-
tion of obscenity to a minor, au-
thorities said Saturday.

TheOceanCountyProsecutor's
Office declined to identify the vic-
tim, citing her age. But a spokes-
woman for O'Donnell said the
case involves the star's daughter,
Chelsea.

"Hewas involvedwith aminor,
and Rosie's concern has been and
always will be the health, safety
and well-being of her daughter,"
Cindi Berger told The Associated
Press. "Rosie is profoundly appre-
ciative for the work the Ocean
County Prosecutor's Office has
done and thediligence of the local
police."

Sheerer, 25, was arrested Fri-
daynight at his home inBarnegat,
police said. Chelsea O'Donnell
hadbeen found at thehomeTues-
day, hours after hermother posted
a statement online saying the girl
had left home on Aug. 11.

Authorities have said police

went to the home and the person
answering the door initially did
not want to reveal Chelsea's pres-
ence. Police said they told the oc-
cupant theywould not leave until
she came out; she then appeared
and willingly left with police.

Sheerer's arrest came several
hours after authorities had ob-
tained the girl's cellphonewithher
mother's consent, prosecutors
said. They allegedly found "inap-
propriate communications" that
had occurred over the last several
weeks between Sheerer and the
minor.

Authorities seized a computer
and other digital equipment at
Sheerer's home when they exe-
cuted a search warrant, but did
not disclose further details.

It was not known Saturday if
Sheerer had retained an attorney
and a telephone number for him
could not be located. His bail was
set at $40,000 cash, and he faces
up to 10 years in prison if con-
victed, authorities said.

Sheererwill likely be arraigned
sometime next week, but a court
date has not yet been scheduled,
prosecutors said.

Court records show Sheerer
pleaded guilty to drug offenses in
separate cases in 2012 and 2013.
In each case, he was sentenced to
two years of probation.

Man facesobscenitycharge
after O'Donnell'sdaughter found

VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope
Francis, who encourages prelates
to get closer to rank-and-file
Catholics, has practiced what he
preaches, taking a place early
among surprised faithful in a
front-row pew in St. Peter's Basil-
ica for Mass.

Thepope's presence at an early
morning Mass a day earlier was
completely impromptu, a Vatican
spokesman said Saturday.

The spokesman, the Rev. Ciro
Benedettini, said the Mass was
celebrated Friday at an altar, near
the entrance of the basilica and

dedicated to St. Pope Pius X.
When it was time to receive Com-
munion, Benedettini said, the
pope linedupalongwith the other
faithful.

Francis arrived in the basilica
without an escort and unan-
nounced to pray, then stayed for
Mass, Benedettini said.

Vatican newspaper L'Osserva-
tore Romano said some 70 people
were attending Mass when it
began.Whenothers in the basilica
noticed the pope, attendance
grew, the paper said, without say-
ing just howmany.

Popejoinsfaithful in the
pewsin St. Peter'sBasilica

PARIS (AP)—Aseries of heroic
actions by passengers thwarted an
attack by amanwith ties to radical
Islam who boarded a high-speed
train from Amsterdam to Paris
armedwith a Kalashnikov, a pistol
and a box cutter, officials said Sat-
urday as more details emerged
about the dramatic incident that
ended with three people injured
but no one killed.

The attacker, identified by a
French official close to the investi-
gation as Ayoub El-Khazzani, 26,
was on the radar of authorities in
France, BelgiumandSpain. The of-
ficial spoke on condition of

anonymity because the investiga-
tion is ongoing.

Officials didnot disclose apossi-
blemotive for the Friday attack, but
InteriorMinisterBernardCazeneuve
saidSpanishauthoritieshadadvised
French intelligence about El-Khaz-
zani because he belongs to the "rad-
ical Islamistmovement."

As the train passed throughBel-
gium, a French citizen trying to use
the toilet encountered and tried to
subdue the gunman, who had the
assault rifle strapped across his
shoulder, Cazeneuve said. Bullets
started flying and two American
servicemen, with help from an

American friend and aBriton, tack-
led and disarmed him.

"Without their sangfroid we
could have been confronted with a
terrible drama," Cazenueve said.

The Briton, businessman Chris
Norman, said he was working on
his computerwhenheheard a shot
and glass breaking and saw a train
worker running.The servicemen—
U.S. Airman Spencer Stone and
Alek Skarlatos, a National Guards-
man fromRoseburg,Oregon—and
their friend,AnthonySadler, a sen-
ior at Sacramento State University
in California, heard glass breaking
at the same time.

Tragedy avertedby train passengerswhodisarmedgunman

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — When
they arrived at Jared Fogle's home
last month, law enforcement offi-
cials were armed with more than a
searchwarrant:They rolledupwith
a mobile forensics laboratory that
has revolutionized how Indiana in-
vestigates child-exploitation and
pornography crimes and helped
make the state a nationalmodel.

While one investigator ques-
tioned the longtime Subway pitch-
man in one of the vehicle's two
rooms, others watched the inter-
view unfold on a screen in another
room.At the same time, authorities
searched computers, mobile de-
vices and other media recovered
from the suburban Indianapolis
home.

The custom-built lab allows in-
vestigators to feed real-time ques-
tions to interviewers basedonwhat
they find or what ismissing. It also
lets thempreviewdata before com-
puters or devices are shut off or
erased. It helps identify other de-
vices to look for inside the home.
And it saves days,weeks ormonths
of time compared with the old
method of copying their contents.

Indianapolis police detective
DarinOdier said it's imperative that
authorities develop new tools to
keepupwith changing technology,
like the way that some people are
using streaming video to show sex-

ual abuse rather than storing the
footage.

"Just when we think we have
some idea of what's going on, the
bad guys change the game," Odier
said.

But the lab is not the only rea-
son the central Indiana Internet
Crimes Against Children task force
is widely considered the nation's
best. The group that includes local,
state and federal agencies has also
perfected a method of following
cyber trails to find offenders and
victims in other states and coun-
tries.

They use every available tool—
from dogs that sniff out small de-
vices (a dog found a thumbdrive in
Fogle's home that investigators
overlooked) to a new forensics
technique of disassembling cell-
phones that someone has tried to
destroy to recover binary data. A
teamof 15 to 20 people is deployed
for each search.

Perhaps most important,
though, is a rare interagency coop-
eration, where turf wars and egos
simply don't existwhen it comes to
child exploitation, said Francey
Hakes, a former special assistant to
the U.S. attorney general oversee-
ing Justice Department child-ex-
ploitation units.

"There is no fighting for credit.
There is just somuch dedication to

finding and rescuing these kids,"
said Hakes, who now runs an At-
lanta consulting firm that advises
police on child exploitation.

Fogle on Wednesday agreed to
plead guilty to allegations that he
paid for sex with girls as young as
16 and received child pornography
in a case that could send him to
prison for more than a decade.

Court documents allege that
Fogle on multiple occasions re-
ceived sexually explicit images and
videos producedbyRussell Taylor,
who ran the charitable Jared Foun-
dation andwhosehousewas raided
by the task force twomonths before
Fogle's. Investigators said they dis-
covered a cache of sexually explicit
photos and videos Taylor allegedly
producedby secretly filmingminor
children at his home. That investi-
gation led to Fogle.

Based on her experience, Hakes
said, the task force is probably still
examining digital media recovered
from both men to determine who
theywere communicatingwith and
which websites they visited or pri-
vate groups they might have be-
longed to, among other questions.

"I call it a spider-web investiga-
tion," she said. "I guarantee you
there will be spinoff investigations
across the country and maybe
across the world. They are a com-
plete and total leader in that field."

Indianateamthat raidedFogle's
homeusedmobile laboratory


