Farm Rescue
aids in harvest

Friends, neighbors rally to help
Hoffmann bring in his harvest

By Kate Ruggles
Farmer Staff Writer

On a whim, David Hoffmann de-
cided that he and his wife should get
their hearts checked. He had heard
about the calcium cardiac scoring
test before, that it was simple and
painless, but dismissed getting it
done because harvest was around the
corner.

For reasons that Hoffmann cannot
say for sure, he stopped putting it
off and made an appointment for his
wife and himself on Monday, July 29
at Sanford Health in Bismarck.

That decision, according to Hoff-
mann, saved his life.

“My wife’s score came out at 0 and
mine was 3,159,” states Hoffmann.
“Anything above 400 is considered
to be a real problem.”

Hoffmann was urged by the doctor
to come in three days later, on Thurs-
day, Aug. 1, for an angiogram to see
what was going on with his heart.

“An angiogram is supposed to take
an hour, and mine was done in a half
hour, which also suggested that I had
real problems with my heart,” states
Hoffmann. “Then the doctor said he
could get me in for bypass surgery
the next morning.”

Hoffmann was floored.

Still thinking about his harvest and

other things he needed to take care of,
and not completely sure how bad he
really was, he asked the doctor if he
could go home and do it next week.

“The doctor told me that if I went
home he was not sure I would make
it back,” states Hoffmann.

So, a week that started out on a
whim, ended with Hoffmann in qua-
druple bypass surgery on Friday,
Aug. 2.

“Everyone came to check in on
me at the hospital,” stated Hoffmann.
“My brothers, my girls, and my cous-
ins all stopped in to see how I was
doing.”

Hoffmann stayed in the hospi-
tal for five days, returning home on
Wednesday, Aug. 7 with orders to
take it easy with no driving, lifting
or general strenuous activity for the
next six to eight weeks.

Hoffmann states that his neighbors
and family did not waste time help-
ing him. Though he knew there was
no way he could get his fields com-
bined, his neighbors and family acted
so quickly that he did not have time
to wonder what he was going to do.

“One of the things that makes this
community so great is the way they
rally around people,” states Hoft-
mann. “Right when I got home from
the hospital, people came and offered
to help me with my combining.”

HELP WITH HARVEST...... Denny Clark of Farm Rescue helped harvest 1,500 acres of wheat owned by David Hoffmann, who under-

went heart surgery this summer.

He states that his brothers, son-
in-law and neighbors worked in his
fields, but there was so much that
needed to get done. And knowing
that they all had their own fields to
worry about, he knew he would need
more help.

“Then my son-in-law suggested I
try Farm Rescue,” states Hoffmann.

Farm Rescue was started in 2006
and provides planting and harvesting
assistance to farm families that have
experienced a major injury, illness or

natural disaster. The mission of Farm
Rescue is to help family farmers
bridge crisis so they have an opportu-
nity to continue viable operations.

“They are all volunteer,” states
Hoffmann. “All I needed was a note
from my doctor to apply. And once
I was approved, the volunteers from
Farm Rescue came right away and
started working.”

According to Farm Rescue, if it
were not for the organization’s volun-
teers, as well as Hoffmann’s friends,

family and community, he would not
have been able to get his combining
done, and it would have been a total
loss to him and his family.

“Every day someone offers to help
me with my land. It’s amazing be-
cause it just takes the worry out of
my mind about how I am going to get
everything done,” states Hoffmann.
“Absolutely, without the help of my
family, my community, my friends
and the volunteers at Farm Rescue, I
would not have been able to get my
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combining done. There are no words
to express how thankful I am to ev-
eryone who has helped me and my
family.”

Farm Rescue is a 501c¢3 organi-
zation and it is completely free of
charge for the families it helps. Since
its inception in 2006, Farm Rescue
has helped more than 230 families.



