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Farm Rescue comes to the aid of Jim and Audrey Ostlie

By Kimberly Miller

Jim and Audrey Ostlie
have lived on their farm since
1971. They farm approxi-
mately 1300 acres each yea
But this year Jim had an acci+.
dent that could have beerg™
much worse than it was. 1

The end of March he was
upstairs in the barn throwing| *
bales down when the floor|'4" -
broke. Jim fell through, hisf§ = =
head bounced on the rafter"’fiE
on the way down and he[® Ll
landed hard on the floor be-f#% ]
low.

His injuries were extensive A
in that he broke a bone in hisgg
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neck, broke some in his
shoulder and broke a few ribg
as well.

Jim ended up laying on the
floor for about three hours
before his wife, Audrey,
found him.

This was also during the
time when the roads were
washed out due to the heavy
rain and melting of the snow.thing in and within a few And Farm Rescue has in-pany free of charge.

So it took quite a feat for thedays they received a call statdeed supplied more of that Each family can have up to
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Jim Ostlie and founder and president of Farm Rescue, Bill Gross.

ambulance to reach him andng that Farm Rescue wouldhope by coming out and1,000 acres planted or haring
be able to help with planting planting 250 acres of soy-vested through this programSchwartz, a first year volun-

get him to the hospital.
It was a Tuesday eveningsome of their crops. beans.
and he doesnoblh ther meardinmd) Shawn Farm Rescue provides
anything that happened bea n d Kevin, t vplanting &nd h@rgestihgi assid-
tween then and Friday. sons, were helping out agance to farming families
il could h a vneuch bepogsiblep Both avithwho have had a major iliness,
lyzed from the neck down the lambing as well as takinginjury or natural disaster hap-
but I was Vv eroare lol gektiyg, the Betdapererstheir lives.
Jim. ready and planting seeds. Farm Rescue was founded
The immediate thoughts of Unfortunately, during the in 2005 by Bill Gross, a for-
the family were obviously of interim of Jim trying to heal, mer farm boy turned UPS
the injuries sustained by Jimhe had another accident747 pilot.
But it was Lyle Ness who While Shawn and Jim were Farm Rescue operates in|
had taken the initiative of working on side by side discsall of North and South Da- |
contacting Farm Rescue inJim was standing next to itkota, eastern Montana an
order to help them out. looking to make sure theywestern Minnesota. They are
The day after returningwere joining up correctly entirely dependent on finan
home from the hospital, Nesswhen the equipment bouncectial support from area busi-
call ed t he O sartd I sfruekd Jdm inutpe hemdnesses, organizations and
said he needed to come ovefracturing his skull. single donors as well as the
right away and talk to them But now back on his feet,group of 22 volunteers who
about something.
When he arrived he hadhad been wearing for twolives in order to help a family seed,
the application ready andmonths taken off just lastin need.

fertilizer and fuel

harvesting.
The

Ostliebds

hel ped in
and it is projected that 100
families will have been
served by the end of the yea

over.

this year but only 20 were

part of this is due to the fi-

sideration whether the farm
is a viable one, going into
bankruptcy, or whether the
family has enough wealth in
order to hire outside help. All

decision.

AwWe try to h
to medium family farm. We
come in not to do it all, but to
The volunteers come fromfill a gap left by some sort of

A view from the inside of the tractor as the Farm Rescue steadily works to help the
Ostlie farm.

gave them all the informationweek and is feeling and look-

that they needed in order tang great. all over the country and theyc r i si s i n
get the application together.  As Shawn talks about eve-pay their own transportationGross.
The next board meeting ofrything that has happened irto the location of need. Once Much of their support

family that Farm Rescue hagr eat , 0

Gross explained that theymention however
have received 50 applicationsmisses his dog.

of this factors into the boards

t hdhor

Dealers help by providing
the trucks needed to travel
from site to site.

Newman Outdoor Adver-
tising comes in and provides
billboards free of charge in
order to get the word out
about Farm Rescue.

Other sponsors include
Ihry Insurance, Peterson
Farms Seed, Ritchie Broth-
ers, North Dakota Mill and
Bank Forward all of whom
provide financial or other
means of support in order to
keep the organization helping
farmers in need.

Each year Gross takes his
month of vacation that he
receives to come out and help
with planting and/or harvest-
ing.

It is the help of the volun-
teers that is extremely appre-
ciated. Whether that is work-
ing the fields or working
behind the scenes, each one
is particularly appreciated for
the hard work they put in.

In the tractor and work-
the fields, Dave

Dave Schwartz, first year volunteer.

Jim had the neck brace hdake time out of their own and are responsible for theeer with Farm Rescue, en-
heods
needed for the planting or thes relaxing. You meet a lot of

joys what
great people out here and the
peaple ¢ volunteer with8ateh
says

of Jamestown in order to help
and has been traveling from
Gite to site with his crew go-

after the harvesting season ifhg from one end of North

Dakota to the other. He does
that he

With each passing year

able to be accepted. A largegross believes that the need

for help will increase due to

nancial aspect of it as theyne fact that there are fewer
are completely dependent ofgrms, with fewer neighbors

the generosity of their spon-3nq fewer children to help.
sors. However, the board of

directors also take into con-

AThi s
states Gross.
A mission that is undoubt-
edly held in the hearts of
each family that Farm Res-

cue has helped.
Applications are currently
being accepted for harvest
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ing for assistance, learning

more about Farm Rescue, or
i pﬁ)(ta}nﬁy, bgcony;

a volunteer or sponsor, go to

www.farmrescue.org. Or you

i's my

Farm Rescue was only a couthe past few months hethere Farm Rescue providesomes from businesses like"@y call 701252:2017.

ple of days away and theymakes sure to mention thatodging and meal assistanc&8remer Bank and Wallart

wanted to be sure to get thd.yle Ness gave them someand the John Deere equipwho each make a large dona-

application in before then.hope when he brought thatment is graciously providedtion each year.
They were able to get every-paperwork over. by RDO Equipment Com- Select Heartland Chevy
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