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Volunteers are rewarded by a

FARM RESCUE, from pg. 8
five years, Gross drove equipment.

“We may plant one farm in 24 hours,
what would take one farmer two to
three weeks to get done,” said Gross.
“They are just amazed.

Families must apply for assistance
and the board reviews each applica-
tion.

“We like to help the small to medium
true family farm,” said Gross. “We are
just trying to help your family farms
maintain their livelihood when they
are stricken by injury, medical illness
or natural disaster.”

Gross also started the Farm Rescue
Foundation, in part to help farm fami-
lies after Farm Rescue has left. When a
farmer loses a limb or is paralyzed, the
foundation pays for equipment to help
them keep farming. For instance, a lift
can make it possible for a paralyzed
farmer to get in the tractor. The foun-
dation does not provide prosthesis.

“We pay for those things so those
farm families can still have produc-
tive, fulfilling lives and maintain their
livelihood,” said Gross.

Gross grew up on a 5,000 head cattle
farm near Cleveland, N.D., the young-
est of five children. Over the years,
Gross watched neighbors helping
neighbors, but there were fewer family
farms and not as many children stay-
ing on the farm. He also knew that
farmers were getting older so more ill-
nesses and injuries were likely.

“My heart never left the rural farm-
ing community,” said Gross.

In retirement, Gross planned to buy
a John Deere tractor and be a random
Good Samaritan. He would start at
one end of the state and pull into a dif-
ferent farmstead every morning to
help out. “I wanted to return to my
roots,” said Gross.

A friend asked: “Why wait for retire-
ment?” He suggested screening and
identifying farmers in crisis. The result
was Farm Rescue. Gross is most proud
of the long term rewards for farm fam-
ilies.

“It makes it more likely for future
generations to continue. That’s near
and dear to my heart because I wasn’t
able to continue,” said Gross.

Gross’ parents had financial chal-
lenges in the 1980s and told him to go
to college and get off the farm. While

Farm Rescue
Online: www.farmrescue.org

What: Planting, harvesting and
hay ing assistance free of
charge to family farmers who
have suffered a major injury, ill-
ness or natural disaster

Phone: (701) 252-2017

Get Involved: Apply for assistance,
volunteer or donate online

he loves being a pilot, Gross still owns
farmland today.

Volunteers

As a volunteer, Robert Stoltman
planted roughly 1,400 acres of corn
and soybeans and harvested 500 acres
of corn over 20 days
on seven different
farms in 2014 alone.

Stoltman, owns and
operates Stoltman
Insurance and
Investments agency
in Rice, Minn., and
also has a crop farm.
Growing up on a
farm, he always wanted to operate the
large machinery.
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Robert Stoltman

“Within short order, I was running it
and doing things that were very help-
ful,” said Stoltman.

Stoltman takes time off from his
business to work for several days in
western Minnesota and the eastern
Dakotas. On pheasant opener 2014, he
harvested corn near Conde, S.D. The
farmer had one arm in a sling and
traveled 30 miles to Aberdeen, S.D.,
every day for a four hour antibiotic
treatment for a shoulder infection.

Stoltman drove the farmer’s combine
for five days, mostly from 7 a.m. to 7
p-m. The crew included a volunteer
truck driver from Illinois and a hired
hand. Neighbors helped too. After daily
treatments, the farmer would drive
the semi with his free hand. In five
days, they pulled out 80 semi-loads of
corn with one machine and three
trucks.

The farmer told Stoltman, “You can
come out any day and help me out.”

“We just cried on each other’s shoul-
ders a little bit,” said Stoltman. “That’s
what we were there for, to help him out
just for that short term.”

opreciation of farm families
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Photo submitted by Robert Stoltman

Robert Stoltman worked a corn harvest near Spencer, lowa, in the fall of 2012.
The farmer was recovering from heart surgery.

Henry “Skip” and Bonnie Henton, of
Truman, Minn., also joined Farm Res-
cue. Henton, a semi-retired farmer and
truck driver, saw Farm Rescue bill-
boards and learned volunteers with
commercial driver’s licenses were

needed.

“I've met some awfully nice people —
both the volunteers and the people
that we help. They are so appreciative
of what we’ve done for them,” said

Henton. <>
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Anderson Seeds

Of St. Peter, MN

Your Family Owned Seed Source

» We offer top of the line Hi-tech seeds
for your operation

» We also feature conventional hybrids
with efficiency and reliability

Here at Anderson Seeds, four generations
have handled the seed, your seed,
with care from planting to production
to the back of your truck.

Give us a call, we’re happy to help!!

Anderson Seeds

507-246-5032 Of St. Peter, MN

L10Z ‘¥Z HOUYIN ‘ONVYT HL

<< W09 auljuQPUETAYL" MMM >>

«193J Ajiwe4 pue uLied 319Yp,,



