
Helping Farm Families in Crisis
farmrescue.org

Farm Rescue is a 501(C)3 nonprofit organization that plants and harvests crops free 
of charge for farm families who have experienced a major illness, injury or natural 
disaster.  Operations are funded solely by donations, business sponsorships and grants.  
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The harvest season of 2012 marked two milestones in our history: we assisted our 200th family and also 
expanded our geographic service area to include farm families in Iowa.

 “Helping farm families in crisis” is not a phrase that is taken lightly at Farm Rescue.  Our dedicated team of  
selfless volunteers allows us to reach out in ways like no other non-profit organization.  Since we helped our first 
farm family in 2006, Farm Rescue has assisted hundreds of farm families who have experienced major injury, illness 
or natural disaster. 

Tragedies aren’t planned. They happen at the least-expected moment. For farm families, this could mean the end 
of an era or the end of life as they know it because farming isn’t just a job; it’s a way of life.  Farms have increased 
in acreage size, requiring a greater time commitment from producers to plant and harvest their own crop, much less 
a neighbor’s crop.  Thanks to the free planting and harvesting assistance provided by Farm Rescue, families are able 
to bridge crises so they have an opportunity to continue viable operations for future generations.

The continuation of viable farms is the organization’s focus.  These viable operations are the backbone that 
sustains the strength of rural communities and businesses. As a result of the assistance provided by Farm Rescue, 
farm families can survive potentially devastating circumstances, enabling them to keep the family business intact, 
which in turn helps the economic well being of communities. The tangible and intangible benefits of Farm Rescue 
assistance are far-reaching in terms of families and communities.

We continue to increase our volunteer database on a daily basis. Generous people from all over the United States 
are stepping forward to become Farm Rescue volunteers. It is truly inspiring to see the avenue which has been 
created through Farm Rescue for businesses and people to help others in a time of need.  

It is a common sight during planting and harvesting seasons to see the Farm Rescue fleet of trucks, tractors 
or combines traveling to the next farm that is in need of assistance. Armed with volunteers and supported by 
public donations, foundations and business sponsorships, Farm Rescue is able to lend a helping hand to those 
experiencing unexpected crises.

We sincerely thank all the sponsors, supporters and volunteers who make our mission possible. Without you, it is 
just a dream, but with you, it is a reality. 

Bill Gross
Farm Rescue
President & Founder



The Klemetson family has been farming outside of 
Ulen, MN, since the 1930’s. Matt’s grandfather 
was the first of the Klemetsons to work the land, 

and then his father continued that tradition in 1966. 
Growing up on the farm, Matt had always dreamed of 
carrying on the rural heritage of the family farm by  
living there himself someday.

Matt’s dreams began to come true when  
he married his high school sweetheart, 
Staci, and they began a family of their 
own. After the passing of Matt’s father, 
the young couple moved to the family 
farm to thrive off the land and raise their 
children on the same soil that had been 
the roots of the Klemetson family for the 
past 80 years.

Five children later, Matt and Staci 
appeared to be living the dream of the 
American farm family. Matt worked 
the land while Staci homeschooled the 
children and helped with the numerous 
tasks associated with farming. 

In 2011, Staci, a non-smoker, was 
diagnosed with lung cancer.  The  
chemo treatments appeared to be 
working and the cancer was nearly in 
remission when it suddenly spread to  
her bones and her brain. 

When spring rolled around, Staci’s sickness took 
precedence over the planting of crops, and Matt’s priority 
became caring for his family. Matt’s neighbors suggested 
that he contact Farm Rescue.

Farm Rescue rolled in with volunteers and sponsored 
equipment to relieve the stress of planting and allowed 
Matt to be there for Staci. He was nurse, doctor, helper 
and caregiver for Staci and their five children. Together, 
they held strong and fought the disease with hope  
and determination.

Unfortunately, Staci lost her battle as Farm Rescue 
finished the harvest of 2012. Her positive attitude was 
an inspiration to all who met her during her sickness. 

Her faith was never daunting as reflected in her favorite 
scripture:  “In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will 
make your paths straight.”

Farm Rescue couldn’t write the “happy ending” for this 
story, but it presented the Klemetson family with precious 
time together allowing them to plant a seed that will 
sprout a lifetime of memories for a father and five  
young children.  

Story of Assistance



2012 Farmers Assisted

Percy & Franklynne Amble
Emergency Surgery
Devils Lake, ND

Robert & Delree Kilber
Multiple Broken Bones

Hazen, ND

Darrell & Marjorie Goodman
Broken Ribs

State Center, IA

David & Cindy Argo
Seizures

Peever, SD

Terry & Joni Haglin
Hernia Surgery
Munich, ND

Robert & Jean Dreis
Cancer

Hoven, SD

Glen & Lori Koebernick 
Respiratory Complications

Rogers, ND

Larry & Diana Halden
Rotator Cuff Surgery

Minot, ND

Bob & Marilyn Enerson 
Skin Condition
Ambrose, ND

Mike & Maloye Lesmeister 
Detached Retina

Harvey, ND

Mike Hanson
Multiple Sclerosis

Aneta, ND

Timothy Evenson 
Back Injury
Alamo, ND

David & Carolyn Linde
Broken Ribs

Madison, MN

Marvin & Bernadine Jorstad
Cancer

Regent, ND

Joe & Mary Ann Gross
Respiratory Complications

Bismarck, ND

Surgay & Janice Kalamaha
Toxic Shock

Max, ND

Keith Hanson
Seizures

Clarksfield, MN

James & Carrie Boe
Broken Leg
Perth, ND

Matt & Staci Klemetson
Cancer

Ulen, MN

Duane & Renae Hendrickson
Automobile Accident

Rock Lake, ND

Dan & Rose Dotzenrod
Broken Neck

Wyndmere, ND

Mike & Doria Hirsch
Accident-Fingers Severed

Java, SD

Ralph & Marsha Duchsherer
Severe Accident

Balfour, ND

Bryce & Kristen Hoime
Broken Leg
Edmore, ND

Richard Jr. & Roxann Glines
Knee Surgery
Lemmon, SD



Elmer & Lois Schlecht
Heart Surgery
Gackle, ND

Tom Soat
Heart Surgery
Milford, IA

Leon & Renee Schmaltz
Detached Retina

Harvey, ND

Gerald & Marlene Wardner
Stroke

Mercer, ND

Randy & Lanell Stedman
Crohn’s Disease
Glenfield, ND

Richard Thomas
Cancer

Egeland, ND

Bryan & Lois Vandenburg
Cancer

Flasher, ND

Gary & Linda Marks
Broken Leg

Ypsilanti, ND

Fred & Burdena Weidner
Knee Replacement

Winner, SD

Gene & Marlys McDowell
Cancer

Carson, ND

Michael & Laura Moldenhauer 
Cancer
Jud, ND

Jarett & Sarah Maher
Surgery

Morristown, SD

Bill & Anne Ongstad
Cancer

Robinson, ND

Irvin & Donna Niehs
Head Injury

Hettinger, ND

Terry & Joy Roppel
Heart Surgery

Alsen, ND

Gary & Linda Reeves
Cancer

LeMars, IA

We encourage sponsors, friends and neighbors to refer a farm family that may be in need of assistance 
due to a major injury, illness or natural disaster.  Farmers are a strong, independent group of people 
and are sometimes hesitant to ask for assistance. Oftentimes, it is a neighbor or business which 
anonymously refers a farm family that has experienced a major injury, illness or natural disaster. We then 
contact the family and see if they could use a helping hand to make it through an unexpected crisis. 
Farm Rescue is here to help and we all know that everyone needs a helping hand at one time or another 
in life. Please do not assume that someone else may need the help more than you. 
Call 701-252-2017 or visit farmrescue.org to apply for assistance or refer a family in need.

“There is nothing more gratifying than helping a farm family in need since they are the  
very people who produce the food for our dinner table.”  —Sherry Schaefer, Greenville, IL



Thank You



Volunteers-in-Action “Volunteering with Farm Rescue has given our family a bigger sense of  
purpose. It has also shown our children the value of helping others.”  

—Jeff Larson, Minneapolis, MN



Equipment Sponsors

Minot, NDBismarck, ND

Fargo, ND

Puklich Chevrolet, a family-owned business founded in 1984, 
established Farm Rescue’s trademark fleet of Chevy trucks 
when it made its first donation back in 2008. They have been 
a strong and generous supporter of Farm Rescue. 

The Ryan name is synonymous with auto dealerships in  
Minot, Bismarck and Williston. This family-owned dynasty 
has been a strong and generous supporter of Farm Rescue. 

Twenty auto dealerships in the Red River Valley of 
Minnesota and North Dakota comprise the Certified 
Heartland Chevy Dealers. They have been dependable 
truck sponsors making it possible for us to help farm 
families in the eastern North Dakota and western  
Minnesota region. 

RDO Equipment Company has been the Exclusive Equipment Sponsor since the incep-
tion of Farm Rescue. Their green John Deere equipment planted the first seed when we 
started helping farm families in 2006. That seed of generosity sprouted into what has 
become a bountiful field of compassionate sponsors and volunteers from across the nation.

Had it not been for RDO Equipment Company sponsoring the field equipment, 
(and other sponsors providing operational funding), we would have never been 
able to help 200 + farm families. They provide the best available equipment and 
service to ensure that we do an outstanding job for the assisted farm families.

RDO Equipment Company is a leader in their industry and is truly giving back to 
the communities it serves and beyond. Their sponsorship commitment to the Farm 
Rescue organization is impressive and we are honored to be partners in helping 
people throughout the region.

Wilson Trailer is known for 
customer satisfaction through 
quality products and services. 

The trailers are produced to provide customers with the latest 
innovations, a long durable service life, and the best in value. 

Wilson Trailer 
joined on as a  
sponsor in 2012.

RDO Truck Centers is known for 
high quality new and used trucks, 
as well as a full service shop and 

parts operation. They sell / lease 
Mack, Volvo, Izuzu and UD 
trucks. RDO Truck Centers 
joined on as a sponsor in 2012.



Premier Sponsors

Premier $100,000 + Home Page 4 4 4 4 4 9 

Diamond  $50,000  Home Page 4 4 4 4 4 6 

Emerald  $25,000 Sponsor Page  4 4 4 4 4 3 

Platinum  $10,000  Sponsor Page 4 4 4 4 4 1 

Gold  $5,000 Sponsor Page 4 4 4 4 4  

Silver  $2,500 Sponsor Page 4 4     

Bronze  $1,000 Sponsor Page 4      

Copper  $500  Sponsor Page       

* All levels receive Farm Rescue sponsor decals.

Billboards  
per Year

Your logo placed on Farm Rescue…

Ag Show  
Banners

 
Vehicle(s)

 
Brochures

Sponsor  
Banner

Web Site 
w/ Link

Sponsor  
Video

2013 Sponsors

Farm Rescue operations are funded by donations 
from businesses, organizations and individuals that 
support America’s tradition of independent family 
farms and strong rural economies.

We do not distribute funds to farmers. All donations 
are used to pay for the many expenses associated 
with planting and harvesting crops.

Farm Rescue’s board of directors and president are 
also volunteers and receive no monetary compensa-
tion. Supporters of Farm Rescue can feel confident 
that their donation is directly helping families  
experiencing an unexpected crisis.

“There are rewards far beyond any financial rewards that a person could  
receive, when you go and help people.”  Bill Gross, President & Founder, Farm Rescue



Emerald Sponsors

Platinum Sponsors

Bismarck, ND

Minot, ND

Diamond Sponsors

Print Sponsor



Silver Sponsors

Gold Sponsors

COMMUNITY BANK

®

SUPERIOR, INC



Bronze Sponsors

AGRAMAX

Velva • Butte • Drake •Martin

Farmers Union Oil
Jamestown/Medina, NDSchauer & Associates

Certified Public Accountants

WESTLIE
TRUCK CENTER
MINOT, NORTH DAKOTA

VINING 
OIL & GAS

American Crystal Sugar 
Company

National Masters 
Farm Homemakers 

Guild

Minnesota Valley Cooperative



2013 Iowa Sponsors

We are pleased to announce that we are now accepting applications for  
assistance from Iowa farm families.  The following sponsors are supporting  
Farm Rescue’s mission within the state of Iowa.

Commodity Sponsors

Monsanto
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Great fellowship and food with Farm Rescue volunteers, farm families 
and sponsors, not to mention a silent auction and commodity silent 
auction. Plus, you could win an Alaskan Adventure Trip for two. You 
must be present to win and seating is limited, so purchase your ticket 
now.  The commodity auction has turned out to be a big hit among 
farmers!  (seed, fertilizer, herbicide and crop application services)  
All proceeds benefit Farm Rescue operations.  
 
To buy tickets go to www.FarmRescue.org

MAKE RESERVATIONS NOW FOR OUR ANNUAL BANQUET! 

How would you like a chance to win a  
2013 Honda FourTrax Rancher AT–Natural Gear™ 

or one of six other great prizes!
It’s the new Farm Rescue Raffle - an annual fundraising event to be held 
now through November 1, 2013. Raffle tickets are $100 each and will 
be limited to 350 tickets. Odds are 1 in 50 of winning one of the great 
prizes listed below and you need not be present to win. 

Buy a ticket and help a great cause! Visit www.farmrescue.org for 
complete raffle details and rules.

Proceeds from this raffle go to Farm Rescue for use in planting  
and harvesting operations to help family farmers in crisis from an  
unexpected injury, illness or natural disaster.

Contact the Farm Rescue office for more information and  
purchase your ticket before they are gone.  (701-252-2017)

GREAT PRIZES!
1.  Honda FourTrax Rancher AT–Natural Gear™
2.  John Deere D110 Riding Lawn Mower
3.  Samsung 40” Plasma TV
4.  Apple  iPad - 32GB
5.  Apple  iPad Mini - 16GB
6.  $500 Walmart Gift Card
7.  $250 Best Buy Gift Card

Images may not be representative of actual raffle prizes.

Farm Rescue Banquet November 1, 2013

Win An Alaskan Adventure Trip!

Best Western Ramkota Hotel 
Bismarck, ND

5 p.m. Social • 6 p.m. Dinner



It takes a special woman
to be a farmer’s wife. Her duties number 
many. It’s not an easy life.

Her day begins before the sun, With others 
still in bed. Her hands prepare the early meal 
To keep her family fed.

With chores that need done daily
She hasn’t time to spare. Her hands are never 
idle. She works with reverent care.

Her husband holds her high above
The women seen in town.
She’s in the field when days are long
And rarely lets him down.

It takes a special person
To stay when things get tough.
But a life of any other kind
Just wouldn’t be enough.

From calves to crops to kids,
She prays about them all.
Her faith is never daunting,
With it she will not fall.

She’s the rock that remains solid
In the farmer’s changing life.
No words can ever thank her enough
For being his “farmer’s wife.”

Long before the sun rises, the farmer’s strong 
hands start the day clasped together to pray.

Asking God’s blessings on the day and the 
strength to deal with whatever comes his way.

With folded hands he prays for family, friends, 
and his fields. He knows his crops need a good 
yield.

From sun up to sun down his hands have cared 
for his family, plowed the fields, and tilled the 
ground.

After he has fed the flocks, and harvested the 
grain, he looks to Heaven and thanks the Lord 
for the evening rain.

As his family gathers round the table for the 
evening meal, his strong hands hold the hands 
beside him. He gives thanks to the Heavenly 
Father for the fruit of his labor, and asks for 
wisdom to guide him.
Each wrinkle on his hands shows the love, 
devotion, hard work and pain; But through 
God’s love, his perseverance will sustain.

God has said the rain, the snow, the sunshine, 
and the night all have purpose and a season.
The farmer’s hands know the reason.
The farmer’s hands are done for the day, one last 
time they are clasped to pray.
Thanking God for the beautiful day the Master 
has sent his way.

™C O L L E C T I O N

Mail to:

FARM RESCUE
PO Box 1100

Jamestown, ND  58402

or order on-line 

or call 

farmrescue.org

701-252-2017
Produced by

Each picture is printed using 
fade resistant UV inks on acid-
free archival paper and includes 
the mat.  It is complete and ready 
to be installed by you into the 
frame of your choice.

Farm Rescue provides planting 
and harvesting assistance to farm 
families that have experienced a 
major illness, injury or natural 
disaster.  Our mission is to help 
family farmers bridge crises so 
they have an opportunity to 
continue viable operations.

Proceeds from the sale of these 
prints go toward funding the 
mission of Farm Rescue.  Proudly 
display the Beautiful Hands of a 
Farmer or the Farmer’s Wife and 
help another farm family at the 
same time.  This is one of those 
prints that will be passed down to 
the next generation.

Farm Rescue is a non-profit organization 
with 501(c)(3) tax-exempt status.

Farm Rescue®

Card# _______________________________________________________________________________________

Exp. Date __________________ 3-digit Security Code ____________________________________________

Signature ____________________________________________________________________________________

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________________________________________________________

State ____________________________________Zip ________________________________________________

❑Farmer’s Wife: $55 _________________❑Farmer: $55 __________________
Please the box and indicate the number of prints you wish to order.

Total size16x20 with Mat

The “Beautiful Hands of 
a Farmer’s Wife” tells a story 
of her dedication to her 
family, faith and way of life 
on the farm.

 The farmer’s hands 
tell a story of hard work 
and dedication through 
calloused fingers, scars and 
soiled nails.  It’s a story that 
only the farm family can 
understand.

Every hand tells a story. 

“The Beautiful Hands 
of a Farmer’s Wife”

“The Beautiful 
Hands of a Farmer”
“The Beautiful 
Hands of a Farmer”

“The Beautiful Hands 
of a Farmer’s Wife”
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Here to help!
Farm Rescue is a 501(C)3 nonprofit organization that provides planting and harvesting assistance free of charge for farm 
families who have experienced a major illness, injury or natural disaster. Operations are funded solely by donations, business 
sponsorships and grants. Experienced volunteers comprise the organization’s field workforce. 

We are a mobile farming operation with a dedicated group of volunteers operating modern equipment. Traveling throughout 
a five-state area, Farm Rescue offers an opportunity for farm families experiencing an unexpected crisis to continue viable 
operations. Farm Rescue is a win-win for those who need assistance and rural communities. We help maintain stability so 
future generations may continue farming.

Applying or referring a family is easy!
1. Applications are available at farmrescue.org or by calling 701-252-2017.
2. Complete a brief 2-page application and submit to Farm Rescue via mail or fax.  (Applications are confidential.)
3. Upon approval, Farm Rescue will notify the family of our arrival date to plant or harvest crops.
4. Relax and know that you’re in good hands.  We have planted/harvested 100,000 + acres for 200 + farm families.

Farm Rescue
P.O. Box 1100 • Jamestown, ND 58402

Phone: 701-252-2017 • Fax: 1-888-726-7597 • farmrescue.org • info@farmrescue.org

Have you or someone you know experienced  
a major injury, illness or natural disaster?
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